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Previews and Openings

ASHLEY BICKERTON This artist’s
blisteringly vivid new works look as
if they were collaboratively halluci-
nated by Joseph Conrad and Hunter
S. Thompson during an all-night psy-
chedelic drug binge.

In colorful digital photographs
printed on canvas, partly overpaint-
ed and presented within wide, wood-
en frames elaborately decorated to
resemble Indonesian tourist kitsch,
Mr. Bickerton stars as a decadent
Ugly American living in a South Pa-
cific paradise. (He actually lives in
Bali.) His skin is painted Blue Man
Group blue, and he is accompanied
by voluptuous female islanders
whose partly nude bodies are paint-
ed in tropical hues. In various scenes
he boozes, smokes pot and poses in a
sarong in a garish family portrait
with a native consort and two chil-
dren. One especially lively piece,
“The Dream,” right, has him howling
in bed with a bright red demon squat-
ting on his chest, and green snakes
writhing about, each with a scream-
ing head that’s a small version of Mr.
Bickerton’s own.
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ART “The Wounded Man”
(1844-54), left, a self-portrait
by Gustave Courbet, is fea-
tured in an exhibition of his
work at the Met. Page 24.

1azz The tenor and soprano
saxophonist Jimmy Heath,
below, leads a big band this
weekend at Iridium. Page 23.

THEATER Below left, Chris
Bauer and Emily Mortimer in
Jez Butterworth's “Parlour
Song,” closing on Sunday at
the Atlantic Theater. Page 22.

onaseriously slly role. Blissfully idi-
otic, practically sublime (1:30). Helen

Hayes Theater, 240 West dith Street,

(212) 239-6200. (Isherwood)

These works meditate on a division
in Western consciousness. On the
one hand, they evoke the fantasy of
throwing off conventional moral
strictures and escaping to the mar-
gins of civilization, where pursuing
one’s instinctual desires to the fullest
leads to artistic and erotic utopia
(see: Paul Gauguin). On the other,
there’s anxiety that unchecked he-
donism may be the road to moral in-
sanity (see: Captain Kurtz).

That Mr. Bickerton makes this con-
flict personal is a big part of the at-
traction — he’s exploring his own
Jungian shadow. Yet it feels as if
there’s a dimension missing. In por-
traying himself as a crazy, sexist,
pleasure-loving creep, he might be
covering up something really shame-
ful: the intellectually astute, hard-
working professionalism by which he

intains his p i
career in the high-end Euro-Ameri-
can art world. (Through May 3, Leh-
mann Maupin Gallery, 540 West 26th
Street, Chelsea, 212-255-2923,
lehmannmaupin.com.)
KEN JOHNSON
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'SECRETS OF A SOCCER MOM' Three

Career in the high-end Buro-Amerl-
can art world. (Through May 3, Leh-
‘mann Maupin Gallery, 540 West 26th
Street, Chelsea, 212-255-2623
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ONLINE: LISTINGS

Additional theater, movies,
art, Around Town and For

KEN JOHNSON

onlineat:
nytimes.com/arts.



