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‘FRILLA’ AND "MOSA’~ Sculptor Heidi Bucher, left, rasts inside "Frilla” and Florence Karant crawls into “Mosa' at Miss Bucher’s body shells exhibit at CoixnfyMus'e;Jm. :
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Stunning Departure in Body Covering

BY BETH ANN KRIER
Timas Staff Weiter

A a0ft black rooni .\ bell, Ten zecouds (o seram-
ble into position. Schplop. You are art. And you
can stand back and look at vourseif,

I'hie scene 1s not that of a al-cent tunhouse but
the fourth level of the Ahmanson Gallery at the
County Museum of Art. The costume and textiles
corner usually reserved for Eleanor Roosevelt's
petticoats, vegetable-dved needlepoint and hair-
nets of the pioneers.

Yes, just around the bend from Durer's engrav-
ings there is a stunning departure from what is
traditionally thought of as textiles or hody cover-

ings. "Body Shells and Shadows,” as the diver-
gence is calied, invites the human form litecally to
put it o,

It stands quite remarkably on its own as seriotiz
=eulpture, a series of white forms, solid or inflaterd,
covered with a phosphorescent polyurethane vi-
nyl invented and patented by Swiss artist Carl
Lander. The bonus iz that viewer-participants
may lie upon, jump onto or rol! around in l.and-
er's various pieces. wait for strobe lights to flash,
get up and ohserve the shadows they left behind
as parts of the works.

Every minute and 1% seconds the strobe wipes
out the old images and, participants willing, re-

places thery with new. It is a shadow hoxer's
freeze-{rame paradise.

Tuesdav evening as the exhibit opened, tha
raom with its five forms became something of a
stop-action carnival. "A fair.” as Lander put it, de-
scribing precisely what he didn't want to happen. :

Children, his own in particular. were running
about, {reezing handstands and mock free-for-alls
in front of what he calls the Landing Panel. The
form resembling twin beds joined only at the head -
+"Landing PH-LA 1, 1872") was continually oceu- |
pied with petrified fetal positions.  ~ L

The enthusiasm was too much for Lander, whe
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